Case xxx.
Rocket-bomb over Gävle?

Time: Sunday, June 30, shortly before 20.00 hours
Place: Gävle (county of Gävleborg)

”MYSTERIOUS PLANE OVER GÄVLE. A strange show in the sky was seen over Gävle on Sunday evening shortly before 20.00 hours. A few persons observed an object against the sky which, in all probability, could have been a rocket bomb or something similar. It crossed over the town in an east-westerly direction at an altitude which the spectators estimated at maybe 8-10.000 meters, but it was clearly visible against the clear evening sky [sundown at about 21.00 hours]. The projectile, whatever it might have been, could be discerned as an oblong grey body with a strong light i the stern. It disappeared after a few moments in a cloud of smoke.” (Svenska Dagbladet, July 2).

Without further details -- there is no evidence of a Defence Staff investigation of the case -- we must presume that the case has a very simple explanation, for instance one of the new Vampire jets. The Staff´s table lists the case as having occured on July 1, at 08.00 hours (were they sleeping at the Staff?). Their source is Sv.D. (Svenska Dagbladet), but there is an additional remark on the witnesses being ”a shopkeeper and his family”. The sighting was published by many Swedish newspapers through a TT newswire.   

Status: Probable high-altitude aircraft
Source: Svenska Dagbladet, Stockholms-Tidningen, and TT on July 2. Also in: Bullard: The Airship File.

